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February 16, 2017 

 

Century, high school students compete in 

national air rifle championship 
 

FOREST LAKE, MINN. – The Minnesota Centershots air rifle team, made up of Century 

Junior High eighth grader Allison Buesseler, Forest Lake High School seniors Abby and 

Dana Buesseler, Osseo High’s Kamilla Kisch and Lakeville North High’s Elizabeth 

Ewert, recently attended the U.S. Army National Junior Air Rifle Championship in Fort 

Benning, Ga on Jan. 27-29.  

 

The team qualified to attend the championship match in December of 2016 at St. Thomas 

Academy in Minnesota. There were 18 other matches going on throughout the United 

States and overall, 70 teams and more than 380 individuals were competing for a coveted 

spot at this year’s championship. Ten teams and 20 individuals were selected to compete 

at Fort Benning, and the Centershots qualified by capturing eighth place. 

 

Before starting the two-day match, competitors had to undergo a full uniform inspection 

making sure they were in full compliance with the rules, which includes boots, pants, 

jacket and rifle. Once the competition began, competitors had to follow the ISSF rules - 

the same rules the Olympics use – and take 60 shots from the standing position in an hour 

and 15 minutes each day. Each competitor shot as an individual and then the team’s score 

was comprised of the individual scores.  
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Four competitors must compete, but a fifth teammate is allowed to compete as an 

alternate. The scores from both days were added to create an overall combined score. The 

top three individuals and teams won a trophy and a medal. The Centershots walked away 

with sixth place. 

 

The goal of the competition was to take an air rifle that uses compressed air to fire a .177-

inch diameter pellet downrange at a target 10 meters away into a round bullseye, which is 

1.5 inches in diameter. The target is divided equally into 10 rings with the very center 

ring being a half-millimeter dot. Each ring is worth a number of points with the outside 

ring being one point and increasing until you hit the center dot worth 10 points.  

 

Most competitors train on 10 bull paper targets, but at the national level, competitors use 

an electronic scoring target that is the same size as the bull paper. However, sound is used 

to triangulate the exact point where the pellet hits the target allowing each shot to be 

scored to the tenth of a point. A perfect shot would then be 10.9 on the electronic target 

system versus the 10 points you receive on a normal paper target.  

 

A unique aspect to this year’s match was the inclusion of the small-bore competition 

where competitors used a .22 target rifle to shoot 60 shots divided equally among three 

different positions: kneeling, prone and standing. This competition is shot at 50 meters 

outdoors, with wind and weather conditions having a great impact. Dana Buesseler 

snagged second place in this event with a silver medal and a score of 568 out of 600 

points. Allison Buesseler walked away with a personal best of 544 out of 600 points.  

 

During the two days of competition, athletes were given the opportunity to meet the 2016 

Air Rifle Olympian Dan Lowe and sit in on a marksmanship clinic hosted by members of 

the Army Marksmanship Unit.  
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